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Meet UC Davis Hospice
UC Davis Hospice program provides 
care for terminally-ill patients who 
wish to remain at home. Hospice care 
involves support for patients and their 
loved ones. It is not so much a place, 
but rather an approach to health care 
emphasizing symptom management 
while helping patients and families cope 
with psychosocial and spiritual issues. 

UC Davis Hospice serves patients of 
all ages, from newborns to adults. 
Hospice has provided end-of-life care for 

hundreds of patients with dignity and 
respect for more than 30 years. 

What is hospice?
Hospice is a philosophy of palliative 
care for dying people and special care 
for their families. Hospice treats the 
physical, emotional, and spiritual needs 
of the patient in the patient's home 
or a home-like setting. The goal is to 
allow patients to be pain free and as 
comfortable as possible to make the 
most of the time that remains. Providing 
support for the rest of the family is an 
essential part of the hospice program.

The hospice team consists of the hospice 
coordinator, physicians, nurses, social 
workers, pharmacist, dietitian, chaplain, 
home health aides, volunteers and 
bereavement counselors. 

Volunteer support
Volunteer support is an essential part of 
the hospice program. Volunteers provide 
companionship, caregiver relief, practical 
services and spiritual support. UC Davis 
Hospice is a member of the Sacramento 
Hospice Consortium, which provides 
hospice volunteer training throughout 
the year at different times and locations. 
It is a 24-hour long training, which 
adheres to the standards of the National 
Hospice Organization.  

Hospice is a philosophy of care that 
recognizes death as a natural part of 
life and seeks neither to prolong nor 
hasten the dying process. Hospice is a 
special kind of care for dying people, 
their families and their caregivers that 
addresses psychosocial, emotional, 
physical and spiritual needs
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We Honor Veterans 
Program
Veterans and their needs

It surprises many Americans to learn 
that 25 percent of all deaths in the 
US are veterans. That’s 1,800 people 
a day; more than 680,000 veteran 
deaths every year. As the nation 
honors these American heroes for 
their military service on November 
11, Veterans Day, it’s important to 
remember that they also deserve 
recognition and compassionate care 
at the end of life’s journey.

America’s veterans have done 
everything asked of them in their 
mission to serve our country and we 
believe it is never too late to give them 
a hero’s welcome home. Now it is time 

that we step up, acquire the necessary 
skills and fulfill our mission to serve 
these men and women with the dignity 
they deserve. 

UC Davis  Hospice is proud to be 
a part of "We Honor Veterans"—a 
program of the National Hospice 
and Palliative Care Organization in 
collaboration with the Department of 
Veterans Affairs—which recognizes 
the unique needs of veterans and their 
families. Your financial support is key 
in ensuring continued success of the 
program.

For more information about the "We 
Honor Veterans" program, please visit 
http://www.wehonorveterans.org/.

During his lifetime, Kenneth Zacharias 
had a passion for giving and supported 
many charities. When he passed 
away last July at the age of 97, he left 
instructions in his will that funds were 
to be used to support local charities. 
For his son, Don Zacharias, associate 

medical director of the UC Davis 
Hospice Program and medical director 
of the UC Davis Home Health Program, 
the choice was easy. 

"These funds were for us to give to the 
charity of our choice. I have worked 

Don Zacharias, M.D. donates $10,000 to support hospice

Don Zacharias, M.D.
"Celebrate Life!" Event

with UC Davis Hospice for over 10 
years and am very aware of the need 
for memorial funds for our hospice 
patients," said Don. "I knew my father 
had a special connection to hospice. 
My mother received hospice services 
in 1999, which were most helpful. 
In addition, my father was a strong 
supporter of my professional interest 
in hospice and we talked often about 
hospice philosophy and care." 

Don is an avid supporter of the hospice 
program and can be seen playing 
piano at the "Celebrate Life!" fundraising 
event every year. 

Save the date for the next "Celebrate 
Life!" event on Thursday, May 2, 2013! 
More information to come. 

Pictured: Danie l Woolsey (center) with 
mother (r ight) and son (lef t).  Danie l 
ser ved in the Navy. As par t of the 
National Hospice and Palliat ive Care 
Organization's "We Honor Veterans" 
program, Danie l was honored by the  
UC Davis Hospice Program for his 
commitment and ser vice to his nation. 
Danie l is one of the f irst  par t icipants in 
this new program.
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Friends of UC Davis Hospice
Hospice Memorial Fund

Donations are used to provide end-of-
life care to terminally-ill patients who 
otherwise would not receive care, and to 
assist with other patient needs.

Your gift provides access to hospice 
benefits, counseling for grieving families, 
in-home nursing support, Thanksgiving 
dinners, pays utility bills and other items 
not covered by insurance. 

Donations to the Hospice Memorial 
Fund may be made online, via check, 
money order or major credit card. All 
gifts are tax deductible. 

Hospice creates giving societies

To recognize our many supporters, UC 
Davis Hospice has created a "Friends of 
UC Davis Hospice" giving society. 

 � Compassionate Hands—$5,000 
a year (one-time gift or cumulative 
giving per year) entitles you to a 
membership pin, invitations to health 
system events, VIP entrance to the 

"Celebrate Life!" event  and a private 
lunch with Jack MacMillan, medical 
director.

 � Caring Hands—$1,000 a year 
(one-time gift or cumulative 
giving per year) entitles you to a 
membership pin, invitations to health 
system events and lunch with Jack 
MacMillan, medical director.

Send your gift today to become a 
member!

Hospice provides Thanksgiving 
dinners

Every year for 17 years, Hospice 
volunteers have provided prepared 
Thanksgiving dinners to the patients 
and families in our program. The offer 
of this gift goes out to all families, often 
providing the comfort of a final holiday 
meal together that otherwise would 
have gone forgotten. This gift has been 
provided due to the generosity of donors 
like you. 

UC Davis Hospice - Working hand in hand with patients and families

Did you know...

Your $100 gif t  provides 
Thanksgiving dinners for 
two familes. To those two 
families, that $100 donation is 
immeasurable.

Your $200 gif t  helps pay 
utilit y bills for qualified 
hospice familes and 
patients.

Your $500 gif t  will  help 
of fset burial expenses for 
a family in need.

Your $1,000 gif t  helps 
of fset the cost for 
the annual "Night of 
Remembrance" each 
November.



4 Fall 2012 UC DAVIS HOSPICE

A Message from the Medical Director
Jack MacMillan, M.D.

November is hospice month

November is National Hospice and 
Palliative Care Month and hospices 
across the country are reaching out to 
raise awareness of the compassionate 
care provided to patients and families 
coping with serious and life-limiting 
illness. Hospice is a philosophy of 
health care that focuses on the needs 
of the patient and care givers by 
providing comfort, dignity, hope and 
love at the end-of-life. 

Research has found that 8 out of 10 
Americans would want to be cared for 
in their homes if facing a life-limiting 
illness. Hospice makes this happen; 
almost 70 percent of patients receive 
care in their place of residence

Whether it’s the family home, nursing 
home, residential facility, or hospice 
inpatient setting; hospice teams strive 
to reach all patients and families 

wherever compassionate end-of-life 
care is needed.

Hospice and palliative care providers 
take the time to talk with patients 
and family caregivers, listen to 
their concerns, and work to ensure 
they get the care they want. This is 
a philosophy we whole-heartedly 
embrace at UC Davis Hospice.

Thank you

As we approach the end of the year, 
now is the time to look back on our 
accomplishments and thank those who 
have been there to support us. At UC 
Davis Hospice, we thank you—our 
donors, volunteers and advocates. 
Without your support we would not be 
able to provide the comfort and care 
to our patients and families. Thank you 
for all that you do, for partnering with 
us to provide compassionate care.

We recognize the importance 
and significance of the 
service we provide, and 
hope that our approach 
to caring has a lasting 
impression on families.

—JACK MACMILLAN, M.D.
Medical Director
UC Davis Hospice

UC DAVIS HOSPICE
HEALTH SCIENCES DEVELOPMENT
4900 Broadway, Suite 1150 
Sacramento, CA 95820
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